British social historian Carol Dyhouse stays away from the word 'backlash' until the end of her latest book. Girl Trouble is a broad, synthesising and sweeping history of girls growing up in Britain through the twentieth century. Her sources are mainly drawn from the media and literature, emphasising well-known historical people and events. Dyhouse concludes that while her 'long view' reveals clear signs of progress, it also 'demonstrates the ever-present possibilities of backlash, reaction and new oppressive forces ' (p. 255). This relationship between panic and progress is the major theme of her study. The research has led Dyhouse to argue that young women still need feminism to enable them to live full lives. While the focus is clearly on Britain, New Zealand readers will identify some familiar themes, especially regarding popular culture and the relationship with the United States of America.
